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00:10 START OF TAPE MP-FC1 SIDE A

00:10 Tape Identification

Amanda, could you start by telling me your full name and where and when you were born?



00:35 Amanda Jane Barlow, 34 Lower Fort Street, Millers Point, 29th March 1943.

Could you tell me a little bit about your family at the time, about your parents.

Mum, dad and an older brother - dad worked on the waterfront.

Was it just your family living in that house at the time?

Yes, it was four rooms.

You rented that house from?

The Maritime Services Board.

What did your mother do?

Home duties.

What sort of thing did that involve, what sort of chores did a woman have to do in those 
days? Did she have things like a washing machine?

01:30 No, she washed in the copper and on a washing board and cooked in a fuel 

stove, that is about all, really, they didn’t have modern conveniences.

Did the house have a kitchen and a bathroom?

A bathroom and a room that was used for a kitchen and a lounge room which had a 

fuel stove in it. We washed up in the washing tubs, or in a basin.

Your brother - how old was he when you were born?

Four.

Do you have any memories of growing up when you were very small of you and your 
brother?

02:20 Not a lot of memories of growing up, I didn’t like him very much.

What are the first things that you remember about your life?

02:38 Growing up around here? It was very open, easy, very friendly, very small 

country townish. Everybody knew everybody and nobody’s doors were ever closed 

or anything like and it was a really good community.

Do you remember anything specific about your neighbours at that first house that you lived 
in?

03:04 Oh yes. Mr and Mrs Black next door - they were flats, they weren’t a house - 

yeah, we had really good neighbours. One side were all elderly and the other side had 

children.

Were there a lot of children your age that you could play with when you were small?

Yes, there were a lot of children here. Of course we all went to the kindergarten 

margaretbeasley
Sticky Note
womens work



down in High Street, Lance Kindergarten, around to King George V playground.

Do you remember specifically any sorts of games that you used to play?

03:50 Skipping, hopscotch. We used to make wheelbarrows and play on those. 

Mainly we were all a bit poor, so nobody had bikes or things like that. Jacks and 

marbles, always had a marble bag, full of marbles, we used to play.

At the kindergarten do you remember anything about that, about teachers that you had 
there or things that you used to do?

Oh yes, yes. We had lovely teachers, Miss North was my teacher there at 

kindergarten. Yes, it was lovely, the kindergarten was nice.

When you were growing up do you remember your father’s work, did you have much 
exposure to that?

04:50 Yes, we did. Dad worked as a wharfie and we used to go down to the wharves 

a lot. I used to take his morning tea down to him when I wasn’t at school and give it 

to him and we used to go down the wharves to swim and that sort of thing, used to 

swim off the wharf.

Was that hygienic? These days I don’t think you would.

05:29 Well I don’t know, I don’t think anybody thought about it very much. I mean 

we weren’t a sickly lot, nobody ever got sick from the water.

What about your grandparents - do you remember anything about them?

05:47 My grandmother lived out at Mascot and we used to go up on the tram on 

Sundays, normally, we used to get the tram out to see nanna. My aunt lived out there 

as well and we had good times out there.

Do you know how your parents came to live in Millers Point originally? 

06:17 Yes, they lived in a boarding house down in Lower Fort Street and when the 

war was on nobody wanted to live around here. They lived in one room when they 

got married, down in Millers Point and the Maritime Services Board were just trying 

to get people to occupy the places around here so they were given a place in Lower 

Fort Street.

Did they meet in the area?

06:57 Yes, they met at Circular Quay, on the wharf.

So they both lived here before they got married?

Yes, that’s right.
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Did your mother ever work?

07:10 No. She wasn’t very well, so she wasn’t well enough to go to work. It was war 

years and there wasn’t really much work for women or men, men got priority.

Do you remember your father having trouble finding work?

07:33 No. He worked on the wharves, that is why he didn’t go to the war because 

they had to keep the wharfies to stack the ships because it was a real art to position 

the cargo. At the beginning of the war they brought the Army in to do it and of 

course all the ships were rolling over because they weren’t stacked in the hold 

properly. It is like a jigsaw puzzle to stack a ship properly, even now with the 

containers it would be, it has to be balanced properly and all that sort of thing.

After the war coming into the Depression did things change?

Oh the Depression was before the war.

That is not what I meant to say, after the war did things change?

Well, they were on rations for quite a long time after the war finished, they were still 

on rations. What do you mean did things change?

The work situation?

Well, dad always worked on the wharves so it was just an ongoing thing.

Coming back to your own childhood, after you went to the Lance Kindergarten do you 
remember where you went for primary school?

08:51 Fort Street, up on Observatory Hill.

Do you have many memories of your times there?

08:58 Oh yes, good times. I remember after school if there was any bother 

everybody met in the bandstand if they wanted to have an argument or something. 

No, it was good, it was a big school then, they had about two hundred and fifty pupils, 

well big compared to what it is now. Yes, it was a good school.

Did all the students at the school come from the local area?

09:32 Most of them. Some came from Pyrmont and Glebe and Balmain but most of 

the students lived in the area.

This would have been the 1950s when you were at primary school?

Yes, from 1948 I started.

What was the ethnic mix in the area like at that time?
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There wasn’t an ethnic mix.

All white families?

10:05 Yes. The only people that were any different - there was an Italian family that 

owned a shop in Kent Street and the Lebanese family that are still there in Lower 

Fort Street, they were there in the shop there then when I was a little girl.

They ran the shops, were they the only shops in the area? What sorts of shops?

10:28 No, where Bill is now that was a fruit and vegie shop. Actually the Lebanese 

weren’t there then. Duggans had The Whaler’s Arms, the corner shop. That was a 

grocery shop then and they were Australian people in the grocery shop.

So the families were able to do all of their shopping in the local area?

11:00 Well there was no such thing as supermarkets in those days. However, there 

was a food market under David Jones in George Street, but that was when I was 

older, I don’t remember that as a little girl. We had a butcher’s shop and a chemist 

shop and a grocer’s shop. There was a big grocery shop down in George Street 

North called Doughton and Dyer’s where you could buy bulk, it was a ship’s 

providores so you bought everything bulk there. There wasn’t any supermarkets then.

Were people able to catch fish off the wharves?

11:51 Yes, we used to go fishing under the wharves, we used to go in a flat bottom 

boat. We had spears hooked onto poles and we used to spear the Leather Jackets 

and go under the wharves and they were beautiful eating, the Leather Jackets were 

lovely.

What about after school - what sort of things did you used to do?

12:16 We used to all go to the Kingie, the King George Playground. There were 

supervisors, like council workers, and we used to play there. We used to play paddle 

tennis and netball, or basketball, as it was called then, and paddle tennis and we used 

to do craft and all those sorts of things. We used to make our own paddle bats and 

woodwork. Yes, it was really good.

Were there any sorts of organised sports teams?

Oh yes, there was a boys’ basketball team and a girls’ netball team and we had paddle 

tennis teams.

Were they organised through the school?
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No, Council, it was a Council playground.

Do you remember religion being a part of life when you were growing up?

13:20 Yes. Most of the kids went to Sunday School but there was a fair division of 

Catholics and Church of Englands round here. The Catholics all lived sort of around 

this end and the Protestants lived in the other streets. There was only six streets, so 

it was a very small area.

Was there much animosity between the two groups?

13:46 Yes there was a bit, but not a lot. You didn’t mix very much because they went 

to St Brigid’s school and then to St Pat’s school or to St Mary’s and we all went to 

Fort Street, so you didn’t really see them very much or have a lot to do with them, 

only at the playground.

How about moving on a little bit further to your high school days - which high school did you 
go to?

Fort Street High.

Do you have an special memories of those years?

14:34 Well it was a selective high school and it wasn’t very nice because all the girls 

that went there, or most of them, came from very wealthy suburbs and there was a 

lot of social distinction there. Around here everybody thought this was the slum area. 

You had to do an exam to get chosen to go to Fort Street and if you were good 

enough to go there, well you went, but they looked down quite a lot on any local kids 

that went there.

So what happened to the local children that didn’t get selected for that high school?

15:23 Oh they went to Cleveland Street Boys’ or out to Dover Heights Girls’ High 

School, or Bourke Street school.

How would they have got there in those days?

In the tram and the bus.

So that was the major method of transport, the tram?

Yes, the tram or a bus.

What sorts of subjects did you study at school, did you have a favourite?

15:57 Probably Home Science, cooking and stuff like that. I didn’t like school very 

much.

Do you have any teachers that you remember?
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16:11 Yes, Miss Paine and Miss Gardiner, one was the English teacher and one was 

the Deputy Head at high school. I remember more about primary school actually, the 

people that were there.

Sounds like it was a nicer environment.

Very much.

Did the teachers tend to come from the local area?

No, no, I don’t know where they were from. Well, it was a co-ed school but Fort 

Street High was just a girls’ school then and the boys’ school was out at Petersham.

Did the children, teenagers by that stage, did you still come together in the afternoons and 
spend time together?

17:00 Yes, only at the playgrounds, really. Weekends we used to all go to the Domain 

swimming pool or North Sydney pool, swimming. You just played around, there wasn’t 

a lot of organised sport or anything like that.

Were there certain things that you did for special occasions, or in the evenings, were there 
cinemas?

17:35  Oh no. If you went to the movies it was a Saturday afternoon matinee. 

Because you lived in the city you weren’t allowed out at night time. If you went out 

to play you had to be home for six o’clock because six o’clock was tea time and you 

weren’t allowed out, even as teenagers. There was none of this roaming around, going 

to nightclubs, going out at eleven o’clock at night, or anything like that. Even in 

summer time you had to be in by six to have your tea and you stayed in because you 

were going to school the next day, so you went to bed.

What did you do at home in the evenings?

18:22 Oh we’d play games or listen to the radio. There wasn’t any TVs or anything 

like that so the radio was a big thing. We used to play games as a family, like Snakes 

and Ladders and Ludo and board games.

What time was your bed time?

About half-past seven, eight o’clock.

Do you remember the sorts of things that you used to have for dinner, meals that you used 
to have?

19:00 Meat and vegetables, oh you were lucky if you had meat most times. Sunday 

you always had meat of some sort. We were pretty poor, we used to have bread and 

dripping and mum would make soup. You normally had some sort of meat and three 
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vegies.

Was there any kind of support for times when you didn’t have enough money, sort of a 
welfare system at that time?

19:40 No, nothing like that. Your neighbours, if one had something we all had 

something. There was a lot of bartering went on, all the men used to get stuff from 

work off the wharves and things like that, they used to pinch food off the ships. No, I 

really don’t remember how much but the neighbours …… if somebody was making a 

big pot of stew the neighbours would bring some in. We didn’t starve but we didn’t 

have biscuits unless mum made biscuits. I mean you’d have your breakfast and then 

you’d have your lunch and then you’d have your dinner, that was it.

20:50 Mum used to go to Paddy’s Markets some weekends and get fruit and stuff 

like that, but the local fruit shop were always good. Everybody lived on the tick, you 

used to run up a bill at the corner shop and then when your husband or whatever 

got paid you’d go and fix the tab up and you’d start again.

When you finished school, did you complete school?

21:19 Yes, and then I got married about twelve months after I left school.

What year was that that you got married?

1960.

Is that when you left your original home?

21:34 No, I lived with mum and dad for about four years. I had three children, one 

after the other and then we got offered a place through the Maritime Services Board 

and we moved around to Merriman Street, around the corner here. On the other 

side of the street they pulled the whole side of the street down.

Do you remember what number Merriman Street that was?

Yes, 39.

What was that house like?

22:11 It was lovely, it was a two-storey sandstone, it was a lovely house. It backed 

onto the big wool store, it was on top of the cliff, it was very nice.

Was that street the same type of atmosphere with the neighbours?

22:29 Oh no, I was a bit horrified to be living around there because all the Catholics 

lived in Merriman Street and when they told me that I had a place in Merriman Street 

I was most upset. I thought I couldn’t live round there with all the Catholics but I did 
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and that was very nice.

The Catholics, were they how you imagined them to be?

22:50 Well some of them were. They were big families and it was just normal stuff, 

they were all right, of course they were.

How long did you live in that house for?

23:11 We lived there for about eight years before they pulled it down. Pulled the 

whole street down to build the wharves down the bottom and they moved us from 

there to High Street. I lived in High Street for about seventeen years and then they 

were modernising those places, so they moved me round to Dalgety Terrace then.

Coming back to Merriman Street - when they pulled all the houses down how did they 
handle that?

They moved everybody within the area, just wherever there were vacant places.

You mentioned in your pre-interview that there was a big fire at the wool store, tell me what 
you remember about that.

24:08 I don’t remember a lot about it, it was just a huge fire, I don’t know what 

started it, or anything like that. It was a beautiful building and they have restored it, so 

that is good. But they pulled a lot of beautiful homes down to make those wharves 

down there.

You had three children at this stage, were they all in a room together?

24:40 Well, they were when we were at mum and dad’s. Then when we came round 

to Merriman Street they had their own rooms.

Your parents were still living at the same house in Lower Fort Street?

Yes, we all lived in four rooms.

Was your brother still there?

No, my brother had left home.

So your parents and you, and your husband and three children.

Yes. It was pretty squashed.

Do you have any particular memories that stand of that, of all living in the house together?

25:16 No, it was okay. My husband was engineer, he was away a lot. I went to work 

because my husband wasn’t a very good provider, he was a gambler and a drunk, so I 

always went to work. There was no such thing as any welfare help or anything like 

that so mum and dad used to mind the kids after school and that sort of thing.



26:01 END OF TAPE MP-FC1 SIDE A

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

26:02 START OF TAPE MP-FC1 SIDE B

What had happened to your brother at this stage, did he stay in the area?

26:15 No, no, he left, I am not quite sure where he went to. He did eventually marry 

a local girl who lived in Kent Street but he lost touch with the family.

Was your husband from the area?

No, he was from Hungary.

How did you meet him?

26:39 He lived in a boarding house, a couple of doors down. My mother was friends 

with Mrs Luck who ran the boarding house and that is how we met, through there.

Can you tell me a little bit about how the boarding houses worked.

26:59 Well the big boarding houses, they were the very big merchant homes, 

belonged to merchants originally, and they used to make little rabbit warrens out of 

them, put panels up and all that sort of thing. People would buy into them, like buy 

the goodwill, sort of thing, and charge people weekly for rooms.

Were the homes privately owned?

No, they were all owned by the Maritime Services Board.

So the landladies would rent the houses.

Pay a nominal rent.

Do you remember any landladies, you mentioned a Mrs Luck, do you remember much 
about her?

27:54 Yes, she was not in one of the big houses, she had a smaller house, and she 

used to just have single men in there and she used to cook for them and do their 

washing and that sort of thing.

Those men were there a lot of immigrant men living in those houses?

No, not really. I am not quite sure - just normal single men I think, I really don’t know.

Do you have any idea of the type of rent that they were charged to live in a boarding 
house?

28:36 Probably would have been about a pound a week. I think the rent in Lower 
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Fort Street….. I think mum paid about eighteen shillings when I was a baby and it 

probably went up to five pounds, or something like that over the years, I’m not really 

sure.

Is there anything about Millers Point that you particularly remember back in the 1960s and 
1970s in terms of the environment, the streetscape?

29:33 Well it was very open. Not a lot of grass around, as you can imagine, but we 

always had Observatory Hill to play in and down under the Bridge. They used to call 

Observatory Hill the Flagstaff. It hasn’t changed a lot really.

Until recently.

30:19 Well it hadn’t changed much until the Department of Housing took over and 

then it really started to change rapidly.

In the 1960s I know you were involved in a lot of activism in the area to try and preserve 
Millers Point.

And The Rocks area.

Would you like to tell me a bit about what happened?

30:49 Well most of the people who lived round here - we got in contact with the 

unions. You really didn’t know about it until they sort of started doing it, they wanted 

to bulldoze most of The Rocks area, so it was a big fight to get the bans placed on to 

stop it. So we all got locked up at one stage for a night, chaining ourselves to 

bulldozers and things like that.

How was the protest organised at that time? Did someone take the initiative?

Well there was a few people around here, Nita McCrae and a few others that were 

really activists and they just got the people together. It was a very small community 

that knew everybody so it wasn’t like you didn’t know your neighbour, like it is now. If 

one person did it everybody did it, sort of thing, it was very much a community that 

helped everybody else and stood together.

When you were involved in those protests how did you find the police and the authorities 
dealt with you?

32:40 They were okay. I mean they knew what was going on and they knew why and 

they had a job to do, but they were all right.

Can you tell me a bit more about the unions and the bans that you mentioned.

32:55 Well it came from the Builders Labourers and they just refused to work on 

the jobs, so they black-banned the whole thing. They couldn’t get any workers to it 
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and nobody would cross the picket lines, different today but those days nobody 

would cross a picket line, so the work didn’t get done. Eventually they gave up. I have 

forgotten a lot about it actually, over the years, but it didn’t go ahead and that was 

the main thing, the main objective. That is why we have got what we have now, there 

would be none of that without those people.

Are there any other people that you remember who were particularly involved in that 
episode?

33:53 Shirley Ball and Jack Mundey but everybody was involved, there was no real 

stand-out people, it was just some were louder than others.

What were you working at at this time?

34:16 I was working at the Dally Street trunkline exchange as a telephonist. You 

couldn’t dial country numbers from your telephone, you had to ring a number and 

then the telephonist would put you through to wherever it was. I used to work night 

shift there and mum used to mind the kids for me, or if my husband was home he’d 

mind them. That is what I was doing then.

Was your husband working?

Yes. He was an engineer and worked for Boral, so he was working.

Did you ever think about moving out of the area at any time?

No, no.

Why was that?

35:09 I couldn’t afford to. We had a house with the Maritime and we didn’t have any 

money to buy anything. I never ever thought of leaving.

Your children, did they also go to the Lance Kindergarten?

Yes and they went to Fort Street Primary School until about fifth class and then they 

went to North Sydney Demonstration School.

Do you think that your children had a similar experience to what you had when they were 
at those schools?

35:52 No, Fort Street was on the decline by then. I pulled them out of Fort Street 

when they were in fifth class to go to North Sydney Demonstration, the 

headmistress had changed and nobody was very happy with the school at that stage.

Did they still go to the playground and play games?

Oh certainly. The playground was a big part of everybody’s life around here and it was 



very good, excellent.

Do your children still live in the area?

No. One lives in Canberra, one lives in Brisbane and one lives in Perth.

Quite far away. Do you know why they chose to leave the area?

36:55 Oh well they moved out on their own before they married and when they got 

married they went where their husbands and wives worked, sort of thing or where 

they could afford to go.

Do you think they still feel a connection to the area, having grown up here?

Yes they do but they would never come back, not the way it is now. I mean they 

couldn’t get back in anyway, Department of Housing now, or exorbitant amounts of 

money for the very few properties that are for sale.

Do you find that has happened with a lot of the families here, that the younger generation 
have left?

37:48 Oh yes, there are very few now of my generation, very few people that I 

know of my age. In fact I think there is only maybe one that I went to school with.

Do you know why they have moved away?

Oh just when they have married, just natural attrition, sort of thing.

If we can go back in time a little bit to your High Street house, you mentioned that you lived 
there for seventeen years, can you tell me something about that house? What number was 
it?

38:39 16A. It was a three bedroom flat, like this sort of thing, because they were 

sort of duplexes, one on top of the other, as it is along here. It wasn’t a separate 

house, like Merriman Street, and we lived upstairs. There were three bedrooms there 

and a lounge-dining room and the kitchen was sort of in the laundry. You had a 

laundry and a stove in the kitchen.

Did you have a garden at all there?

Had a rooftop where the clothes lines were and I used to have a few pot plants up 

there, but it was very hot because it was tar on the top.

Do you remember any of your neighbours there, other people who lived in High Street at 
the time?

39:46 Yes. I lived next door to Margaret Anderson for all those years, she was born 

in the house next door and we were good neighbours. A lot of the people that were 

my neighbours have passed on, there is not many left there that were there when I 



was there. They were quite elderly in High Street at that time, there was not a lot of 

young families around.

Was that a Catholic Street as well down there?

40:18 It was a bit of a mixture, but mostly Catholics. Almost all of the people that 

were there when I was there have gone.

How did it come about that you moved from High Street to Dalgety Terrace?

40:36 Because they were renovating the places, they wanted to make them into two 

bedroom, modernise them. So they gave everybody the option - they moved them 

out while they did them and then if you wanted to you could move back. By then I 

was on my own, the kids had all left home by then, so they moved me around to the 

end of Dalgety Terrace here, to a little one bedroom place which I loved, it was very 

nice. Then the Department of Housing decided that they only wanted men in those 

places down there so they moved me out up to 29A. I have only been in number 34 

for four and a half years.

Why did they decide that they could only have men - was there something about the house?

41:40 Well where I was there was four one bedroom ones on top of each other, it 

was the old French Embassy down there. The one at the very end, number 9 was 

derelict and they had left it that way, as they did a lot of things. I used to call it 

vandalism by neglect, they’d just leave things empty until they were falling down. They 

decided that they would do it up and they had all just single men in there, they are 

like bed-sitters and they share bathrooms and things. Whereas in the one I was in 

they had separate one bedroom places.

So it was not considered appropriate for men and women to share a bathroom.

42:42 Well where I was had their own bathrooms and that sort of thing, but the 

place next door, which is connected, which used to be the one house, they just made 

it…...I don’t know what their thinking was, I have no idea.

What was it that you liked so much about that place?

It was very much like Paris, it had a little balcony with the bedroom and the lounge 

room had French doors out onto the balcony and looked over the water and got the 

morning sun, so it was lovely. Just a nice little place for one person, it was great.

Then you moved to 29A Dalgety.

43:29 Which was a two bedroom place, I was there for a long time. Then my friend 



lived here and she died and I had had an operation on my knee and found it very 

difficult for a couple of weeks to get out of the house because the stairs were very 

steep, so I applied to be moved downstairs into this place when Pat died. I knew as 

you are getting older and the stairs are deadly, they are really steep and really quite 

frightening. So I thought while I’ve got that opportunity I’ll apply to move downstairs, 

which I did do and it was good.

How did you find the change in the 1980s when the Department of Housing took over in 
terms of the administration?

44:37 It was terrible. We just became tenants by default - part of the deal was that 

the existing tenants became Department of Housing tenants. That is when everything 

changed, it was awful. This is for the Department of Housing so I suppose I shouldn’t 

say that.

That is okay, you can say what you want, would you like to go into a bit more detail about 
that.

45:12 Well, as places became vacant …… it was at the time they were closing down 

the mental institutions so they closed them down and moved a lot of people into this 

area who had very big social problems. Dysfunctional families and things like that. I 

am not saying there weren’t dysfunctional families before - there were, but very few 

because it was a working suburb. Everybody went to work and most of the people 

that worked here either worked on the waterfront or for the Council, there was 

very little other people that did other sort of work. When the Department of 

Housing took over virtually overnight it became a welfare suburb and we lost our 

butcher’s shop, we lost the chemist shop, we lost everything. The people were on 

welfare, so they couldn’t afford to shop at the corner shop, sort of thing, and we have 

just lost everything since they have moved in.

The shopkeepers chose to close their shops because there wasn’t enough business any more 
in the area?

46:44 Well, the chemist did and we’ve had other things. The Department… they just 

tend to whoever pays the most money, I suppose, they want to make market rents 

out of their properties so the mere fact that there is a community here that needed 

facilities doesn’t play any part in their thinking. They have a commercial side to them 

and they have to do that, I suppose.

Has the Department of Housing made any distinction between the former residents that 
were part of the Maritime Board and the new residents, or are you all in the same system 
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now?

47:39 All in the same system, it doesn’t matter where. Before, under the Maritime 

Services Board, if you were born and bred in the area you were allowed to, when you 

got married, apply and you went into a ballot system, sort of thing, to get a house in 

the area. That changed with the Department of Housing - there was no such thing as 

sort of passing on the tenancy to your children or anything like that, which is fair 

enough, I suppose, but it just made it that the atmosphere of the whole place changed 

because the families weren’t kept together. You know, it just changed.

Does that mean that there is a chance that people like you could be transferred to other 
Department of Housing properties outside of Millers Point?

48:37 Oh I think it is definite, it is not will it happen but when it will happen.

Has it happened to people that you know of, that they have been forced to leave the area?

48:50 Yes, to a couple. We shouldn’t really talk about this, it is just something I’d 

rather not talk about.

That’s fine. Going back to the Maritime Services Board, you mentioned the ballot system, 
can you tell me a bit more about how that worked, about how the houses used to be 
allocated?

It was just when you got married you went down and put your name down and as a 

place became vacant they’d pull the name out of the barrel, sort of thing and you’d 

get a place, you’d be allocated a place. That is the way it was kept a community within 

a community because everybody was related. I wasn’t particularly, well to mum and 

dad, but a lot of the families had been here for five generations and were still here.

If new people moved into the area did they go into the same ballot system?

No, no.

Were they able to get housing?

50:18 Well, new people didn’t move in - it was just sort of going from family to their 

children and that sort of thing, so you didn’t really have outsiders come in. That didn’t 

happen until the Department of Housing took over.

Did everybody that worked on the wharves live in the area?

50:40 Not everybody, but most of the people that lived here worked on or around 

the waterfront, either as wharfies, on the tugs or Council employees. The same with 

Pyrmont and Glebe and Woolloomooloo and Paddington, Balmain, all those areas 

were workmen’s suburbs. There wasn’t transport like there is today and people like 
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your street cleaners and garbage men and that sort of thing used to start work at 

four or five o’clock in the morning so they all lived in the inner-city, that is where all 

the workmen lived. The wealthy people lived outside but all the inner suburbs were 

all working people. When I say working people, not that the other people didn’t 

work, but the working class.

Do you remember anything about the entertainments of the working man, the pubs.

51:52 Oh yes plenty of pubs - there was one on every corner. There was eleven 

pubs within two miles square, eleven or thirteen pubs, eleven I think it was. The pubs 

all closed at six o’clock so they called it the six o’clock swill. You’d go in there after 

work, well I didn’t but my father did, went in after work and they’d down as many 

schooners as they possibly could until six o’clock and then they’d get on the tram 

and come home. Dad got off the tram at twenty-five past six and that is when you sat 

down and you had your dinner, the minute he walked in the door dinner was on the 

table.

Were ladies allowed in the pubs if they wanted to?

52:42 Yes there was a ladies’ lounge, a ladies’ parlour in each pub and you were 

allowed in the parlour. I was a teenager so we didn’t go into pubs or anything like 

that.

Do you remember any particular ones that had bad reputations or any incidents involved 
with drunken workers, or was that not much of a problem?

53:10 I don’t know. There was always drunken brawls and things like that, as there 

still is - wherever there is alcohol there are always problems. It was a meeting place, 

sort of where the men would go after work because they all worked physically hard, 

so they’d all go there after work. A lot of them worked shift work so they’d go there 

after the afternoon shift and have their drink and come home. Drink was a big part of 

their lives, beer.

54:06 END OF TAPE MP-FC1 SIDE B

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

00:02 START OF TAPE MP-FC2 SIDE A

00:03 Tape identification

Amanda on the end of the last tape we were just talking about the pubs, do you have 
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anything else that you wanted to say, any particular pubs that stand out?

00:33 No, they were all just the local pubs and there was a lot of working people 

used to drink in them. When the area started to become gentrified there were 

certain pubs that are touristy pubs and there are very few pubs that the locals will go 

into now because they are too expensive and they just attract tourists and that sort 

of thing.

When do you remember that it first started to become a tourist area around here?

01:15 Probably about fifteen years ago, fifteen years ago really, I would think.

Why do you think that happened at that time?

01:36 Well when SCRA took over, Sydney Cove Redevelopment, virtually all the 

people that lived down in The Rocks area got rented out, they got forced to move on 

- they put up the rents so much that they couldn’t afford them and that sort of thing. 

So then they turned the houses into tourist shops and those sorts of things.

How did that change the area when you started to get a lot more outside people coming in 
and drinking at the pubs, and walking around?

02:21 Well it just sort of...I don’t know, not being a pub person. I did work in the 

Hero of Waterloo Hotel for a couple of years at night times and I used to work in an 

office in the day time and work in the pub at night time. The Hero of Waterloo at 

that stage was a big Navy pub, a lot of the Navy people used to come into that hotel. 

They used to have entertainment, bands and things on, of a night time, that sort of 

thing.

We were talking between tapes a little bit about the impact of the heritage listing of the 
area, do you remember when that happened?

03:13 Probably about six years ago when the Heritage came on board with the 

Department of Housing and from then they’ve put a lot of restrictions on anything 

like renovations or modernisation of the homes. Some of the homes are virtually like 

museums and will be left that way, you are not allowed to drill a hole to put up a 

picture, you are not allowed to put a modern stove in or anything like that, you know 

you have got to paint in heritage colours and all that sort of thing. I think it is fair 

enough to keep the outsides as authentic as possible but I think the insides - people 

have to live in them and a lot of the places have still got outside toilets and they 

won’t allow them to bring them in. But of course the ones that they sell on the 

ninety-nine years leases - if you’ve got enough money you can do anything, virtually.
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So do you believe that the ninety-nine year lease sales are somehow exempt from the 
heritage regulations?

04:50 No, I don’t think they are exempt from the heritage regulations but what I 

have seen of what they have done inside some of the places it is certainly not 

heritage as I know heritage.

Have you had any experience with the way that the Department of Housing has dealt with 
the heritage listing in terms of maintaining things in a heritage way?

05:27 Well, just the mere fact that you can’t sort of modernise your bathroom. If 

there happens to be a fuel stove in your home it has to say there, not necessarily 

used, but has to stay there. In my instance I can’t close my windows, or one window, 

because you are not allowed to drill a hole to put the TV antenna through, which is 

absolutely stupid. I mean it is just ridiculous.

Across your lifetime, the fifty or sixty years that you have lived here, have you found that the 
houses have been well-maintained by the various boards?

06:27 They were well-maintained by the Maritime Services Board, especially the 

outside, like guttering and roofs and things like that. Since Department of Housing 

have taken over the maintenance has fallen off a lot, it is very hard to get any 

maintenance done. Anything that has been done in my house I’ve just paid for and 

done myself but a lot of people aren’t in a position to. There are a lot of elderly 

pensioners around here and to get anything done is quite difficult, they don’t seem to 

want to know about it. But then they have a huge responsibility and very little 

funding, I should imagine and because the sort of people who are able to live in the 

housing are mostly on poor wages, not high wage incomes, and you are on a 

subsidised rent, depending on what your income is, I suppose, they don’t get a lot of 

rent in return for their properties, so I suppose there is only so much that they can 

do. But they do it hotchpotch, instead of doing one street at a time and doing all the 

guttering, or all the roofs, they come and patch up a hole here and patch up a hole 

there but there doesn’t seem to be any rhyme or reason the way they do things, that 

is just my opinion.

I asked you earlier about when you were a child about the ethnic mix in the area and you 
said that they were all white Australians. When did that change?

When Department of Housing took over.

So there were just one or two families?

08:34 Then we got Asians come into the area, Vietnamese, Tongans, it was just 



different. Not that there have been any problem with any of the ethnic people who 

have moved in, there have been no racial problems or anything like that that I know 

of, they’ve been quite accepted into the area and haven’t caused any trouble that I 

know of.

Coming to the question of restaurants that were here over the years.

09:21 There wasn’t really, there was cafes down at Circular Quay but there wasn’t 

really any restaurants. There was a fish and chip shop around here where the fish and 

chip shop still is, next to the Captain Cook (Hotel), that was always a fish and chip 

shop. The corner shop used to sell hamburgers and things like that. There was no 

restaurants as such around here at all.

When people started to have cars and drive a lot of cars and things like that did you notice 
that that changed the area?

10:15 Well I’ve always had a car from when I was married. The parking of course has 

become a problem because the business district has moved closer and into the area, 

so there is a lot more cars parking. Not many families had cars, cars were a rarity. My 

age group…. when I got married and had children, we started to have cars then, but 

before then there wasn’t much.

So that was in the 1960s.

10:56 Yes in the 1960s cars sort of started to appear. But in the last fifteen years, as 

the business district has moved down from town, of course, there is a lot more cars. 

Now it is virtually impossible to get a park.

I’d just like to ask you a few more questions about your father’s work on the waterfront, 
obviously that is such an important part of this area. Do you have any stories that you 
remember about things that happened to him at work?

11:39 Well he died of Asbestosis eventually. I remember going down to the sheds 

down on the wharves, and they were finger wharves then, and they used to pump the 

asbestos in bulk and it used to hang around the sheds like cottonwool and the kids 

used to go down and play with it and throw it around like snow fights. I have been 

tested and I haven’t got it, but I know of other people that have. A lot of the wharfies, 

a lot of the people around here died of Asbestosis, just through their work situation.

When you used to go down to the sheds do you remember what the atmosphere was like 
down there?

12:32 It was fun, but they worked very hard, it was all hard manual labour. 
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Everybody knew everybody, it was a big family sort of thing, it was good.

Do you remember any stories about the unions or things like that down at the wharves?

13:04 Dad was in the union, everybody was in the union. There was a lot of times 

when the bull system was in vogue, when there wasn’t much work and the foremen 

were despised, of course, because they’d just pick out certain people and certain 

ones got work all the time, it was very hard. But the union eventually got the eight 

hour working day and got sickness benefits and meal hours and those sort of things.

Do you remember hearing about any accidents that happened down there, were many 
people injured?

13:54 Yes, there were a lot of people killed, falling down the holds, cranes and 

getting crushed by cranes dropping loads and things like that, there were a lot of 

accidents.

Did that ever affect anyone that you knew?

14:17 Yes, there was a young fellow from Woolloomooloo, he died, Darkie Hogan 

was his name. He fell into the hold and he died. There was quite a lot of people killed, 

even up to the present day. I worked for the Waterside Workers Union for eleven or 

twelve years and there were a lot of people killed. When fork lifts came in there were 

a lot of accidents.

If people were injured what was the system, was there compensation, any kind of medical 
assistance?

14:59 Yes, the union looked after the men, there was Workers’ Comp. It was the 

unions that actually brought those sort of things in. The working conditions that 

people enjoy today were fought for and won by the unions.

Do you remember as a child any distinctive smells or sounds that were associated with 
having the wharves so close to where you were living?

15:35 It was always a very noisy area because you had the trains on the Bridge and 

because you were surrounded by wharves, so it was a lot of noise with the boats and 

things like that, but that was nice noise. It wasn’t noise like buildings today, it was 

different, boat horns and things like that, it was really good.

Do you remember when that started to change, when the shipping started to leave?

16:22 When they closed all the Walsh Bay wharves down but by then 

containerisation was starting to come in, so they only had the big wharves behind us 

here and big fork lifts and things like that, so they were noisy.
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When the wharves down here at Walsh Bay stopped being used what happened to that 
area down there?

17:13 It just went into decay and they just let it go. That is when Sydney Harbour 

Foreshores, or SCRA, they decided to develop it, but it had been twelve years or 

more in decay.

Did you become involved at all in the process with that redevelopment of Walsh Bay?

17:43 No, not really, I don’t think any of the locals were very involved in that it just 

sort of happened, like most things do, you don’t hear about until it is a done deal, sort 

of thing.

So they weren’t involved because they weren’t aware of it, or just that they weren’t that 
interested?

They weren’t aware of it until it was virtually approved.

What do you think of the new area down there?

18:11 I think they have done a very good job with Walsh Bay. I mean it had to be 

either absolutely torn apart. I think they have done an excellent job - where Patrick’s 

wharf is, where Patrick’s offices are, except for the gantries on the side, that wharf 

looks almost like it did when it was a working wharf. Yes, they have done an excellent 

job down there. I think with the Towns Place development there is too much of it, I 

think they have spoilt the area. Along the foreshore there to keep the illusion of the 

finger wharves they have done a really good job.

Are you involved at all in the discussions about the East Darling Harbour area?

19:14 Well, we are not involved, at this stage - I don’t think anybody is involved. 

There again I think it is a done deal but I have been to a couple of meetings about it 

and it is not something that I would like to see happen, but it will happen. To what 

degree they will be allowed to do it is another thing. You can’t stop it but I think it is 

a shame that it is not kept as a working harbour.

I have just got some general questions to wrap things up a bit about how you feel that your 
life as a whole has been shaped by living in this area.

20:21 I think you have a lot of empathy for working people having lived in an area 

like this and seeing it evolve. The way it has kept people and families and community 

together - I think it has been a good experience for me.

You are working with the Labour Council at the moment, is that right, is that involved with 
that feeling of growing up with the working-class people?



20:55 Yes, I think so. I have always had a lot of empathy towards working-class 

people and I know, as I said, that the conditions that people enjoy today, no matter 

what sort of work they do have been fought for and won by the working-class 

people. So yes, I do have a lot of affinity towards them, yes.

How has the world changed since you were a young person, what do you think has been the 
biggest change?

21:33 The biggest change has been in communications, with mobile phones and 

computers and things like that, it is just out of control. I think it is a very, very 

dangerous, dangerous situation we have put ourselves in. We are very vulnerable 

really, it is out of control as far as I can see, and everybody can become a victim of it. 

It can do virtually anything, I think it is a very dangerous tool, but that is the way it is.

What do you think has been the biggest change at Millers Point?

22:21 Just the take-over by the Department of Housing and I think the influx of 

other people in the newer units and that. It is a good thing, it is good to have a social 

mix, I think, of people from different backgrounds, I think it is a good thing for the 

area.

Is there any one event in your life that you will never forget, that you will think of as being 
the biggest thing that happened?

23:05 I don’t think it has happened yet.

Just thinking back on what we have been talking about, I think it would be remiss of me not 
to ask a few more questions about the bulldozer incident because it sounds very exciting - 
can you tell me a little bit more on what happened on that occasion?

23:28 Well most of the people that lived here, there is probably a hundred or more, 

a couple of hundred, just went and sort of laid in front of the bulldozers and chained 

themselves to them and things like that so as they couldn’t operate and that is when 

the police came. There was big fights with the militant unions and the police, but it 

was over fairly quickly in a couple of weeks, I suppose.

So how long were people chained to bulldozers for?

24:08 Just a few hours but a few of us spent the night in Central Cells, so that was a 

bit interesting - for creating a disturbance.

How many people were arrested on that occasion?

About twenty or twenty-five. Of course the Builders’ Labourers’ - there was fights 

and things like that because it was a picket line, it was pretty exciting. It was only 
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done to bring people’s attention to what was happening, or what they were trying to 

do. The same thing…… if people had known about the ‘Toaster’ and things like that 

those sort of things maybe could have been stopped being built, but they’ve got smart 

now and they don’t let you know it is happening until it happens.

What happened when you were taken to the cells - were you charged with anything?

No, no, we were let out the next morning.

How did people feel about that?

25:29 Well, they felt it was a victory, it was good because at least it made people 

aware. It hit the newspapers and that sort of thing, so it was good and that is what it 

was meant to do.

What sort of coverage did it get in the newspapers, what was the tone of the articles?

Oh well, union thugs trying to stop development and all that sort of thing, but I think 

people were pretty happy in the end that it was stopped. There would be nothing left 

today if it hadn’t been.

After you were released did you go on to attend more protests?

26:11 Oh yes, it kept on for a while. Yes, it did the job that it was meant to do. The 

Builders’ Labourers’ of course copped a lot of flak over it but it made people aware 

of what was happening and what they were intending to do. People were horrified 

when they found out, but they weren’t aware before, so it was a good thing.

How would you describe the community in Millers’ Point now?

Not a community any more really. Everybody is fearful.

27:25 END OF TAPE MP-FC2 SIDE A.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

27:26 START OF TAPE MP-FC2 SIDE B

Amanda, what is your view now of the community in Millers Point?

27:38 Well I think the community feeling has gone to a certain extent, it is starting 

to get back with the Resident Action Group and things like that. The people who have 

moved into the area, in the large apartment blocks and things like that are starting to 

become aware of what they are trying to do around the area and I think they are 
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sort of starting to integrate into the community and take a bit of an interest in where 

they live now too. So I think community feeling is starting to come back again but the 

theory has changed, you’ve got a different mix of people. It is not just this area, it is 

everywhere, people aren’t comfortable in going out at night time any more and that 

sort of thing. We’ve had a big problem with hoons in the area and things like that and 

people have felt very threatened but I think it is starting to come back and that’s a 

good thing.

So what do you think is going to be the future for the area, looking into the next ten, twenty, 
fifty years?

29:04 Well I think they’ll start to sell off the property - how and when they do it I 

don’t know but I think they will start to strata the properties. By natural attrition, as 

people die off or move out, they will start to sell them off on ninety-nine year leases.

Do you think that the community feeling is going to be able to be maintained?

29:40 Well I think the older people are fearful of this happening and probably the 

younger people too because a lot of them, not so many now really...... and the type of 

people that they are moving into the area, in the Housing Commission areas anyway 

are people who have no links to the area and a lot of them are people that don’t care 

where they live, they have no ties to the area and as long as they’ve got a roof over 

their head they don’t care, so they are people that can be manipulated. It is very hard 

to pull people together who don’t care about an area, or where or how they live, so 

it is very hard to get people organised in situations like that. 

31:05 I think we have a huge proportion of dysfunctional people in this area, not 

through any fault of their own. The mental health systems have fallen down and there 

is no support from them. They have come from places where they have been 

organised, they’ve been told when to take their pills, when to eat, when to shower, all 

this sort of thing and they are just left with no support. It is a fact of lots of areas, not 

just this area but because it is such a small area it is more noticeable that people have 

sort of fallen through the system, so to speak. They are people that won’t kick up a 

stink if they are moved, they’ll just move along, so it won’t be hard to shift them, sort 

of thing.

Are you involved in any organisations within the community?

32:18 I occasionally go to Resident Action. I sat on the State Advisory Board with 

Department of Housing for ten years so I didn’t go to Resident Action because it was 
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a sort of conflict of interest but I am starting to go to Resident Action again now.

Do you feel that that organisation is helping to foster a community?

32:44 Well, they have been going for a long time and they do, they do try hard. They 

are very active and they can be quite powerful but they need a lot more people to go 

that are in the area. But as I said, some of the new people that are moving in are 

becoming involved, so that is a good thing.

Is there anything that you think we haven’t covered, anything else that you’d like to talk 
about?

Not really, no.

33:30 END OF TAPE MP-FC2 SIDE B AND END OF INTERVIEW WITH AMANDA 

BARLOW.




