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0.00 MB: So, Maxine, you were saying your dad -? 
  
 MC: My dad was in the army.  His mum refused to sign the paper for him 

to go overseas. 
  
 MB: How old was he? 
  
 MC: He was underage. 
    
 MB: What, like seventeen or sixteen? 
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 MC: Yes, seventeen.  And so he just did the tour of Australia and when I 
was seventeen I got the papers to join the army. 

  
MB: Did you? 
 

  MC: Yes, I actually went and got them and filled them all out and had 
everything.  All I needed was a parent’s signature, so I gave it to my 
dad and he just looked at the top and “Army” and ripped it into shreds 
and said, “No way in the world are you going to be joining the Forces”.   

 
 MB: Did he say why? 
  
 MC: No, he didn’t say why.  I did ask but he just avoided it then.  So, it 

wasn’t until after he died - and we knew that he was in the army 
because we had photos of him in the army, you know – and he never 
spoke about his army days, not like he’d speak about his country, 
Hunter Valley.  And if you heard him talk about the Hunter Valley it 
was like the love of his life and – mind you, he left there when he was 
about seven or something – and he would always enforce it with us, 
saying, “You’ve got to go home”, you know, “Go home and see 
country”.  But it wasn’t until after he died that my sister started doing 
our family tree and because he was in the army she wanted to know 
when he joined, when he got out, and all this and from the reports on 
what she’d found was that he’d gone on leave without permission – 
what do they call that – AW -? 

  
2.14 MB: AWL. 
   
 MC: O-L. 
  
 MB: We say AWOL, that’s right – Americans say AWL – yes, you're 

right. 
  
 MC: Yes, yes. 
  
 MB: Or absent without leave. 
  
 MC: Yes.  So, he’d taken off and it was ‘round the September time that 

he’d taken off from Perth – he was stationed in Perth and had taken 
off – and then it was around, like, the June the following year that he 
actually went back and he was dishonourably discharged.  But in the 
process of that we knew that his mum had passed away in the March 
and we also knew that she was really ill prior to passing away and 
because of my dad and our understanding of his family connections 
and everything we put it down to that he took off from Perth, came 
back home because of his mum being sick and then didn’t do 
anything and his mum passed away and then decided to face up to 
whatever he had to face up to.  And that’s part of, you know - but he 
never, ever did say or ever speak about being in the army. 
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 MB: So, was he discharged from the army as a result of that? 
  
 MC: Yes, he got the dishonourable discharge status, you know.  And my 

sister and I, we told the rest of the family but we tend to analyse stuff, 
you know, we tend to look at – “Well, that wasn’t dad, like dad to do 
that” and, you know, when you do a bit more research and you talk to 
other family members they talked about dad turning up when his 
mum was really sick and being there when she passed away. 

 
4.17  So, we just – I don't know whether it was because we wanted it to be 

that way but my sister and I just assumed he took off because his 
mum was sick, he stayed with her and then decided to do the right 
thing after she passed. 

 
 MB: And maybe because she hadn't wanted him to join the army at 

all, maybe he - - -  
 
 MC: Yes, well, see it was his brother that was in Changi. 
 
 MB: What was the story about the brother again? 
  
 MC: Well, he joined the army, was sent overseas with prisoner of war, 

returned home, tried to get the war pension, couldn’t get it and got it 
after he died and he died about sixty – he was about sixty one, sixty 
two when he died. 

 
 MB: So, he didn’t actually get it, his wife got it. 
  
 MC: His wife got it. 
  
 MB: So, she would have got the War Widows Pension.  
 
 MC: That’s right, yes.  I mean, I remember my uncle very clearly – it was 

something he thought he was entitled to and he should’ve got and it 
was one of the things in his life that I know he really worked hard in 
trying to get.  He was on a pension anyway but he wanted - - -  

  
 MB: What, an old age pension? 
  
 MC: Yes, he wanted that war pension, you know.  And my uncle was the 

spit out of my father’s mouth or maybe I should say my father was the 
spit out of his mouth because my father was the younger of the two 
but he was loving to kids, you know, do anything for kids but if he set 
his mind on something that he needed to do then he would continue 
to do it until it was completed. 

 
6.06  But he would never talk about being in Changi.  We knew he was 

there but he never spoke about it, he never spoke about the war at all 
and you would not know - he was a drinker, he was a smoker, he, 
you know, had all those faults about him but because neither of them 
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spoke about army or war or anything like that then you wouldn’t have 
known what it was about other than what you heard outside the family.  
But Uncle Cec used to get drunk, ring you up and talk Japanese and 
that’s all he would talk and you could not understand a word he said 
and then when you see him when he’s sober and you say, “Uncle, 
look, if you're going to ring me up, speak in a language I can 
understand, you know, because I can’t understand Japanese.  Why 
don’t you tell me what it means?” and clammed up just like that. 

 
 MB: And he wouldn’t say anything? 
  
 MC: Wouldn’t say a word. 
 
 MB: But did he sound like he was pretty fluent? 
 
 MC: Ooh, yes, really fluent. 
  
 MB: So, he must have learnt it from the guards. 
 
 MC: Well, you know, he was in there for, I think, two or three years, which 

is a while.  And, you know, the story the family say is that the only 
one that believed he was still alive was his sister and she was 
actually at the boat when he come home. 

  
 MB: Was she his big sister or little sister? 
  
 MC: No, I think he was older than her, yes. 
  
 MB: And she was at the boat when he came home to Sydney? 
  
 MC: To Sydney.  And there was, like, all my dad’s brothers – there’s only 

one brother left, and there was Aunty Phyllis, Aunty Pansy, Aunty 
Chrissie, Uncle Cec, Uncle Kenny, Uncle Rollo, Uncle Keith and 
Aunty Joan and Uncle Keith’s the only one left at the moment, and 
he’s not the best – he just hit his eightieth. 

 
8.18 MB: So, Uncle Cec, so Cecil - - -  
 
 MC: Yep. 
  
 MB: - - - and your father – I’m sorry what was your father’s name? 
  
 MC: They called him Lal but his name was Harold. 
  
 MB: Harold but they called him Lal? 
  
 MC: Yes, L-A-L.  
 
 MB: Conaty? 
  



Oral History/ Conaty/Transcript 5 

 MC: No, Hinton. 
  
 MB: Hinton, so Conaty’s your married name? 
  
 MC: My married name, yes. 
  
 MB: They were the only two out of the family that were in the army 

out of all their siblings? 
 
 MC: They're the only two, yes.  They're the only two that I've actually seen 

photos of them in their uniform and I don’t recall any of the others 
speaking about being in the army.  Dad and Uncle Cec were the older 
of the boys, so I could imagine that Uncle Keith and Uncle Kenny who 
were twins wouldn’t have been old enough. 

 
 MB: No.  Because you're saying that Cecil was older and Lal, your 

father - - -  
  
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: - - - was the younger one and that his mother wouldn’t - - -  
  
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: - - - sign the papers for him to go - - -  
 
 MC: Overseas. 
  
 MB: - - - overseas with the army. 
  
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: So, he spent wartime in Perth, did he or -? 
  
 MC: Well, that’s where he took off from was Perth.  I mean, me and my 

sister didn’t look beyond that.  We looked up and seen that he went 
AWOL when he was stationed in Perth and when he did the right 
thing and was dishonourably discharged, I think that happened in 
Sydney. 

  
 MB: Right.  It would have been after he came back here. 
  
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: So, do you know if he actually went into the army, was it actually 

during the war? 
 
 MC: Yes, because the boat he wanted to go was the boat that was sunk 

outside of Perth. 
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10.04 MB: The Sydney? 
  
 MC: Yes.  Yes, all his mates were on that boat and that’s the one he 

wanted to go – my dad wanted to be on that boat with his mates and 
his mother wouldn’t sign the paper for him to be on that boat. 

 
 MB: I bet she thanked her lucky stars. 
  
 MC: And that was the only thing he ever said about being in the army.  

And, I mean, I thank my lucky stars, otherwise I wouldn’t be here 
today if he’d of been on that.  But, yes, it was wartime because he 
was supposed to be on that boat or ship or whatever they call them, 
you know. 

 
 MB: Ship, I think, if it’s a big one. 
  
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: So, because he was dishonourably discharged, does that mean 

you're never entitled to any of the pensions or anything 
afterwards or -? 

   
 MC: I don't know, we’ve never checked it out and we haven’t done 

anything about it for mum because she’s O.K, you know.  So, we 
never checked that out and we just – I think my sister and I just 
automatically assumed that she wouldn’t be entitled to anything 
because he was - - -  

 
 MB: To a War Widows Pension? 
    
 MC: Mm. 
   
 MB: But she’s all right? 
    
 MC: Yes, my mum’s fine. 
  
 MB: She’s financially O.K, she doesn’t need the pension? 
    
 MC: Well, no, she’s on the pension but not on the - - -  
  
 MB: Not the War Widows Pension is what I mean. 
    
 MC: Yes, yes.  I don’t think there’s that much difference in them, though, is 

there? 
  
 MB: I think the War Widow’s Pension is more generous? 
    
 MC: Is it? 
  
 MB: Because they get the repat card, the gold repat card. 
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 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: So, Uncle Cec, you said, after he came back from Changi that 

really he was a bit cut by the fact that he couldn’t get a war 
service pension but you said he did actively try it - - -   

    
 MC: Yep. 
  
 MB: - - - it wasn’t like he just got fobbed off and he thought, “Oh, well, 

I won’t bother again”? 
  
 MC: He tried and he tried and he tried and he was still trying’ when he got 

sick and died. 
  
12.01 MB: He wasn’t very old when he died – sixty two? 
    
 MC: Well, around that, yes, yes. 
   
 MB: That’d be regarded not so old now but - - - 
  
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: - - - so that would have been like a few decades ago.  
    
 MC: For an Aboriginal person it was a good age. 
  
 MB: It’s quite good, yes. 
   
 MC: Yes, it was a good age.  But, you know, his doctor said to him, 

“You’ve got to give up drinking’, you’ve got to give up smoking, you’ll 
live for another maybe ten years” and he said, “Well, if I give up 
drinking and I give up smoking what am I livin’ for?”   You know, “This 
is something I enjoy and you want to take it away from me”.  So, he 
didn’t give it up, ya know, and God love him, why should he have 
have? 

  
 MB: But you said even though he tried to get War Service Pension 

and couldn’t, his wife did get the War Widows Pension. 
   
 MC: After he’d passed away. 
  
 MB: So, she must have actively applied for it or somebody told her or 

-? 
    
 MC: No, I’m not sure how.  I’m not sure what happened with the process 

after uncle passed away but I do know that he was pushing and 
pushing to get that thing.  And, you know, I don't know that he 
realised it was more money.  I think he wanted it to be acknowledged 
that he was in the war.  You know, having a war pension and having 
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a normal pension are two different things, they have two different 
highlights on them.  One could basically say you’ve never worked in 
your life but one says at least that you were a member of the armed 
forces, you know, which to people is a good thing. 

  
 MB: A badge of honour. 
   
 MC: Yes, well basically, so -  
  
 MB: And also not just any old war service but two or three years in 

the worse prisoner of war camp. 
    
 MC: Yes, yes. 
  
 MB: And did he seem O.K. in himself or -? 
 
 MC: Well, I mean, I may have seen him – when my dad had died I saw 

him more regular and I think that was because he wanted to not 
replace my dad but to make sure we understood that there was 
somebody else there for us, you know.   

  
14.12  He’d never worked after he came back from the war, so I saw a lot 

more of him after dad had passed away and that was because he 
was caring about us.  You know, when my father passed away my 
youngest brother was eight or something, so he’d tend to – maybe 
tried to put a male figure in our lives and, I mean, I was about twenty 
one at the time so it wasn’t like I was a young girl but he was there 
and I think he made us understand that he was there if we needed 
him.  And I do believe that he used to drink quite a bit after he came 
back from the war and I’d seen him on several, several occasions 
where he was drunk but he never, he was never rude or – and my 
dad was the same way.  My dad would get drunk once a month or 
something, you know.  My mum would give him two dollars, he’d go 
down the pub and sometimes he’d have a good two dollar spend or 
even come home but drunk as a lord come home with two dollars 
because he’d play darts or lawn bowls or something for his drink.  But 
they were never violent men or – if anything, they played with us 
more so, play with the kids.  You know, my brother being eight, my 
dad was like football on the front lawn with my brother and all his 
mates and football up the backyard or take them up the park and play 
cricket with them.  That was drunk or sober, that was my dad. 

 
 MB: That was because he liked the fun and the kids? 
  
16.01 MC: Yes, you know, and I think out of – and I can’t really swear to it on my 

uncle’s behalf because I’ve never seen him to that extent that, you 
know, you live with your father, you see him drunk and sober and you 
know and my dad, drunk or sober, was the same man, except he 
didn’t really understand what his kids did to him when he was drunk, 
you know. 
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 MB: What did you do to him? 
  
 MC: Well, he’d go to lay down after he’d had his play around with us and 

we’d roll him off the bed and put him under it. 
 
 MB: Really? 
  
 MC: And leave him under it and he’d wake up under the bed. 
  
 MB: And wonder how he got there. 
  
 MC: Yes.  And, I mean, he’d realise that there was somethin’ going on 

because he had bruises where we – because we’d also pick him up 
and put him back on the bed and roll him off again.  I mean, you know, 
that’s what we used to do as kids.  Now, his personality never 
changed and he wasn’t abusive and as for doing such stupid, kid-ish 
things, you know, and he would play with us, drunk or sober.  He’d 
have a football game going or a cricket game or some sort of a game 
going and it wasn’t just his own kids he involved; he involved the 
whole neighbourhood.  He’d say to my brother, “Go down and get so 
and so and so and bring them up and we’ll go up the park and we’ll 
have a couple of teams”. 

 
 MB: Where were you living then?  
 
 MC: St Marys. 
  
 MB: In St Marys.  So, you grew up in St Marys? 
 
 MC: No, no.  I actually – well, I spent most of my life in Mount Druitt.  The 

first, say, five years of my life, Redfern, around that area.  Then we 
moved up just outside of Broken Hill and from Broken Hill we came to 
St Marys. 

 
 MB: Did you move for family reasons or your dad’s work or -? 
  
 MC: Dad’s work. 
  
 MB: What did he do? 
  
17.51 MC: My dad was on the railway out at Liverpool and they wanted a ganger, 

who is a man above other men, to work on the lines and that’s what 
my dad did out at Liverpool and his boss – mind you, my dad was a 
bit darker than me – his boss said to him, “You write up your 
application and go for this job and I’ll back it”, and that’s what 
happened.  And in those days you didn’t interview, you got a nice 
write – my dad was a good handwriter.  And he used to tell us he left 
school when he was fourteen and the reason he left school was 
because they couldn’t teach him any more, and we would question 
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him because his ambition for us was to go all the way through school 
into university and me being the spit out his mouth questioned it, “You 
didn’t go to university – why should I?”, that sort of stuff.  And his 
answer to that was that they couldn’t teach him any more than he 
already knew, that he knew it all. So, you know, we went to - - -  

  
 MB: So, are you saying there that because you didn’t go by interview 

and he scrubbed up very well on the application form - - -  
  
 MC: He got the job. 
  
 MB: You think if they'd realised he was Aboriginal that he wouldn’t 

have got the job? 
  
 MC: He wouldn’t have got the job. 
  
 MB: Because it would be very unusual for an Aboriginal person to be 

in charge of white labourers. 
 
 MC: Well, in those days – and, I mean, we’re talking about in ‘50s, mid 

‘50s and what you're saying is absolutely right because when we 
went there and he did have five men actually had to work under him 
and they were all white and they refused to do that.  So, for two years, 
because of it, for two years he had to prove to the railway that he 
could do the job he actually applied for, that it wasn’t somebody 
else’s handwriting on that application, that the man that backed him 
didn’t actually fill the application in, it was his own thing. 

 
20.01  And for two years then he came home – in that two years he came 

home once every six months, come home to us and we’re left in this 
town that was fighting against him being the ganger, you know.  So, 
to cut that story short, the man that instigated that thing to not work 
under him ended up being his best mate. 

 
 MB: How did that happen? 
  
 MC: Well, the railway said, “You work under him, he can do the job”, and, I 

mean - - -  
  
 MB: But it was like he was on probation for a couple of years? 
  
 MC: He was on probation for two years but not on probation in the town 

itself where he had actually won the job.  He was sent to, you know – 
if you know New South Wales, like, Roto and Trida and, you know, 
miles and miles away from us for that two years and then when they 
finally said, “Yes, you can do the job” and brought him back, well they 
instructed their men that they had to work under him or move on, 
which I give the railway credit for because in those days they could 
have just sacked him. And the man that instigated it ended up being 
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his best friend and my dad ended up being his best man at his 
wedding.  

 
 MB: That’s a nice result. 
  
 MC: You know, so, I mean, and you think about it, people take not actual 

people on value, they take word of what somebody else’s beliefs are 
until they actually can overturn those beliefs, you know. 

  
 MB: Your father, how old was he when he died? 
  
 MC: My dad was forty eight. 
  
 MB: He was very young. 
  
21.52 MC: Yes.  But he died in an accident.  He died in an accident out at the St 

Marys munitions factory.  He worked out there - he’d left the railway 
and he was working out there – and, I mean, at the time I was 
married and had a child – but he was working out there and an 
explosion went off at his feet, so consequently he died on the 
operating table when they were cutting his legs off. 

  
 MB: Oh, dear, what a terrible thing. 
  
 MC: And I believe my dad just gave in, I believe he knew they were cutting 

his – what could he do?  He wouldn’t have been able to run around 
with the kids, he wouldn’t have been able to do the things he loved to 
do and I believe he just gave up, you know.  But even with that – and 
the only reason he was back at work – he was actually on holidays 
and they called him back to work because there was an explosion out 
there the previous week and three women had had bits of their arms 
blown off, you know.  So, he went back - - -  

 
 MB: So, they were short staffed. 
  
 MC: And called him back from holidays.  Called him back from holidays 

and – but, you know, when I think about it at that time everybody was, 
like, instructed mum to get solicitors from out of town and go into the 
city and get the big guys and “You'll come out with being well off” - 
well, my dad’s life was worth twelve thousand dollars.  The girls who 
had their arms blown off and their fingers blown off were worth 
fourteen. 

 
 MB: Well, I think the reason for that is – and certainly in more recent 

times - you actually get less if the person dies than if they are 
alive and lose a limb - - -  

  
 MC: Yes. 
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 MB: - - - or something because they're perceived as still being 
capable of working and it’s calculated on that ……  

 
24.05 MC: And my brother, I think, got a dollar fifty a week until he turned 

sixteen, you know. 
  
 MB: It’s pretty dreadful, isn't it? 
 
 MC: It was. 
  
 MB: So, your mother must have gone on the pension then? 
  
 MC: Yes.  Yes, yes, she did at that time.  My mum’s never worked, you 

know, my dad was always the breadwinner and the bill payer, 
although it was a funny setup, you know, I can remember because 
my dad would go to work, payday he’d come and he’d have his pay 
packet because in those days you got paid money too – it wasn’t put 
straight into your bank account – and he would give my mum the pay 
packet unopened.  My mum would open it – mind you, she didn’t 
understand the words and whatnot that was in it - but she’d open it 
and take out two dollars and give that to my dad and then keep the 
rest and then my dad would have to sit down and work out what bills 
he had to pay.  

 
 MB: With the money that she’d given him? 
  
 MC: He’d have to sit down and work out all the bills and tell her what she 

needed to do and where she needed to go to do it and “This was for 
food and this was”, you know, but he’d give the darn thing to her 
unopened, you know. 

  
 MB: Was she from the Hunter Valley too, that area? 
 
 MC: No, she’s Kamilaroi.  So, from Coonabarabran, my mother. 
 
 MB: So, what group was your father from? 
 
 MC: Wonnarua. 
  
 MB: Wonnarua, in Hunter Valley. 
  
 MC: Yes.  But when he died I actually had to take over that - - - 
  
 MB: That part of it. 
  
 MC: - - - duties, those duties, you know.  If my mum got – and even today 

I've got her where she at least opens the letters that come into the 
house now but she still, even the light bill will come in and she’ll say, 
“It says to me that I've got to pay a hundred and twenty three dollars.  
Is that right?” 



Oral History/ Conaty/Transcript 13 

  
26.12  So, I've got to either say, “Yes, it is”, or “No”, and she’ll – you know, I 

could tell her, “No, you only have to pay twenty”, and she would pay 
twenty because she doesn’t really believe what she’s looking at, she 
believes what you tell her.  And, I mean, that’s how dad got it but 
mum was never a good scholar, could hardly read or write.  She’s a 
lot better now but that’s all self-taught stuff, you know. 

 
 MB: You and I met at the War Memorial - - -  
 
 MC: Yep. 
  
 MB: - - - at the service there for Indigenous service people. 
 
 MC: Yep. 
  
 MB: Which was a really beautiful service – that was in May, I think. 
  
 MC: Yep. 
  
 MB: And I was just wondering what your impressions of it were.  I’d 

never been to one at the War Memorial like that before and I 
thought it was really beautifully done but did you feel that way 
too? 

 
 MC: I actually thought it was good.  I think the biggest thing about it was 

that they were actually acknowledging Aboriginal people being part of 
the wars.  And when I say “wars”, I mean WWI as well because my 
mum had family go into that war and she’s got photographs of men in 
their uniforms from her family, you know. 

  
 MB: So, what was her name before she married? 
  
 MC: She was a Delaney. 
  
 MB: Delaney. 
  
 MC: Yes, she was a Delaney but she’s related to all the Cains.  The Cain 

is the main name from Coonabarabran. 
  
 MB: Is it? 
  
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: C-A-I-N? 
  
 MC: C-A-I-N, yes, and that’s the main name, whereas in my dad’s area 

the main name was Waters – that’s the line that my dad come from 
Waters because Hinton’s a whitefellas name and so is Delaney, you 
know. 
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28.12  Yes, so yes in those things, you know, you think about it and my 

sister and I now go back to both countries, we acknowledge both 
countries.  Tradition is that you acknowledge your mother’s side but 
my dad – I acknowledge my dad’s side because he was the strength 
and in my upbringing – and I’m talking about my upbringing – my 
mum was the weakness.  You know, and when you're kids you tend 
to – I don't know about lots of kids but my younger sister and I tended 
to follow my dad around the place because it seemed like you did 
something wrong or you got into trouble and you weren’t really in 
trouble he would stick by you, whereas my mum would go with the 
whitefella, she would agree.  And, you know, I understand why that 
was - - -  

 
 MB: Agree that you'd been naughty or something? 
  
 MC: Yes.  And I understand why she did that. 
  
 MB: Why do you think? 
  
 MC: In those days I didn’t understand it but I do now, you know - well, I did 

when I was, like, twenty two or three or something, I understood, I 
sort of grasped that.  I mean, with that War Memorial thing it was – to 
me it was part of the recognition.  It doesn’t actually undo all the 
wrong that was done to people that actually fought for this country, 
you know.  And the problem I have with it is that I don’t think they 
could ever rectify that wrong.  I don't know – like, I was watching that 
woman on TV and I knew exactly what she was thinking and I was 
crying - - -  

  
30.10 MB: We’re talking about a television programme that was on Monday 

night.  It must have been the fourteenth – it was yesterday – of 
July. 

  
 MC: Yesterday, yes.  
 
 MB: Late on the ABC about indigenous servicepeople from Western 

Australia. 
  
 MC: I’m pretty sure it was Western Australia, being recognised as, you 

know, they had a war memorial at the actual gravesite and it was – 
and there’s somebody there and I can’t remember the guy’s name but 
he’s actually looking at the gravesites and making sure they have that 
– you know how they’ve got the hat on it or the sun - - -  

 
 MB: So, he’s looking at the graves of Aboriginal people and - - - 
  
 MC: And putting the – yes. 
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 MB: - - - making sure they get the war service recognition on the 
headstone?  Is that what you mean? 

 
 MC: Yes.  Even if they haven’t got the headstone he’s putting the 

headstone there and that armed force, you know, whether it be navy, 
army or whatever it’s plastered on there that gave them recognition 
as being a returned soldier. 

 
 MB: And what was the woman saying that you said you felt so much 

for? 
  
 MC: She was saying – she was really upset that, you know, her father was 

in the navy, I think she said, or one of the men were in the navy and 
he was a stoker, which meant right down in the bottom of the boat or 
the ship or whatever you want to call them anyway, and when they 
come to Australia or they landed on the shores then the first place the 
men would head when they got leave was to the hotel and she was 
saying that many a time he was refused entry into the hotels with the 
men, he said, and his mates would say, “Well, if he can’t come in we 
won’t come in either”, and she said, “And sometimes they would allow 
them all in and sometimes they would say, “Well, you better move on”, 
you know. 

 
32.17  And she was saying, you know, “And this is about a man that is 

fighting so that person has that ground to have that pub on”, you 
know.  So, it was that sort of stuff and it was really, really  - and I think, 
you know, you watch these things and your own emotions come into 
it, you know, you think about your own self and your family and that’s 
when I was laying there, crying my eyes out. 

 
 MB: Yes ……. 
  
 MC: It was really, really emotional and, I mean, even at that memorial in 

Sydney I was emotional but I didn’t shed a tear but this programme 
last night was, like, bawling, and I’m thinking, “Is that because you're 
comin’ tomorrow this is getting me upset?”  Yes, but it’s like [Prime 
Minister] Rudd saying sorry.  Sorry doesn’t mean a thing – what’s he 
going to do about the problems of Aboriginal people?  What is there 
that he is going to do?  You know, sorry’s not going to take away the 
illness, not going to take away the mental health of Aboriginal people 
and a lot of that mental health was originally caused by the stolen 
generations and the stuff they went through there and by returned 
soldiers not being recognised, you know. 

 
 MB: That’s sort of one of many factors? 
 
 MC: Yes, you know, and the biggest problem with the Aboriginal 

community is that mental health.  You know, mental health turns into 
alcoholism, to drug addicts and you’ve got an alcoholic mother and 
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father and drug addict dependant mother and father you're raising 
drug addicts, alcoholics, you know. 

 
34.09  My father was a drinker but he wasn’t a drunk.  He would get drunk 

every now and again but he wasn’t constantly drunk. 
  
 MB: He wasn’t sort of in the grip of it, you mean? 
  
 MC: He worked – yes – he worked, he put food on the table, he put a roof 

over our head, he made sure that we understood right from wrong, he 
made us proud of who we were, so, you know, there’s a difference.  
But when you’ve got kids this is where it starts.  It started with bein 
taken away from your family, being not given that lovin’ and carin‘ that 
I got. 

 
 MB: That kids need. 
  
 MC: And then to deal with the problems of sexual abuse, physical abuse, 

mental abuse, whatever, in that era come the drink and then come 
along the drugs which was a bit better than the drink because it 
worked quicker and then your own children and you're still trying to 
deal with what had happened to you, so you're abusive to your own 
kids, sexual abuse, you know – nobody’s ever told them it was wrong, 
you know, when they were growing up it was what the white man did 
was what was right.   

  
 MB: When you say that your father made you proud of who you were, 

can you just tell me a bit more about that – how did he do that? 
  
 MC: Well, I can remember I was about maybe eight at school.  My 

younger brother – not the youngest one but the one that was closer to 
me – he would have been about - no, I would’ve been about ten, he 
would’ve been about eight.  And at school – because my dad made 
sure we went to school - my dad enforced, sort of made us 
understand that if we didn’t get an education we weren’t going to 
survive and we needed to make sure that we had an education. 

 
36.15  And I think it was plainly more so to understand about getting work, to 

understand about what was going on around in your community, to 
understand about what was written in the newspaper or whatever.  
But I said to him one day because I was sick of being at my brother’s 
back when he was getting bashed because he was black - and he’s 
darker than I am, you know, and nearly every day at school he got 
bashed because of his colour and, mind you, we were the only 
Aboriginal people in that town - and I told my dad that I wanted the 
colour of my skin changed; I wanted to be like the rest of the kids.  
And he said to me, “You have one of the best nationalities you could 
possibly have in your blood”, he said, “and no matter what you do you 
cannot change the colour of your skin and you need to accept that 
and you need to be looking within yourself and be proud of who you 
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are and you're an Aboriginal and you will never stop being an 
Aboriginal till the day you die”.  He said, “So, accept that.  You want 
to know more about it, you come to me, I will teach you.  But because 
you're an Aboriginal it doesn’t mean you have to take the crap from 
other people, that’s one of the things you do not do”, you know.  So, it 
was after that that I think he sort of realised that there was trauma 
happening with his kids.  My mum had the influence on the brother 
that’s two years younger than me, my mum had the influence on my 
older sister. 

 
38.06  My brother was in and out of gaol all his life, all his life.  I think it’s 

only the last twenty years that he hasn’t.  My older sister is a woman 
that allows her white husband to dictate to her.  You know, when we 
get together I say hello to him and I avoid all conversation with him 
because he believes we were brought over on a ship as slaves. 

  
 MB: What? 
  
 MC: As slaves.  And my sister’s married to this man.  Now, my younger 

sister and I – you know, I've been told that I was a black bitch in 
meetings and I've addressed that in - the very first time it happened 
to me there was about thirty people in the room and the room went 
quiet, which you would expect it to, you know – and I just stood there 
and I said, “Well, you're right”, and everybody looked at me, you 
know, and this guy who’d said it to me, he was really trying to stare 
me down.  I said, “Because I am black and I can’t change that and my 
husband is always telling me I’m a bitch and he’s very rarely wrong, 
so you're right”, and that guy never spoke another word for the rest of 
the meeting. 

  
 MB: The whole night? 
 
 MC: I shut him up completely because I acknowledged - - -  
 
 MB: Where was the meeting? 
  
 MC:    That was at Blacktown and that was when I first started - - -  
  
 MB: And what sort of situation? 
  
 MC: Well, I was giving a bit of a rundown on what the Aboriginal 

community needed in the Blacktown local government area and it 
was for the Western Sydney Area Assistance Scheme, you know, 
getting fundings for whatever. 

 
40.04  But I was giving, like a presentation on what was needed and, I 

mean, I’m going back years but the difference between me and my 
younger sister: now, my older sister wouldn’t have said a word, she 
would have just accepted that, I said what I said, my younger sister 
would’ve jumped the table and punched him fair in the mouth, you 
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know, regardless of who’s around.  My younger brother would’ve 
bashed the shit out of him until he couldn’t move – that was his 
upbringing – but the youngest one would’ve just sat there and said, 
“Well, what makes you think that’s what I am?”, you know.  So, you 
have five children from the one family – you have two very strong in - 
- -  

 
 MB: Strong personalities? 
 
 MC: - - - in regards of who they are, you have two that are strong, one is 

violent and the other is meek but will come to the fore if need be and 
then you have the other one that will not do a thing, you know. 

 
 MB: And do you think that’s because of the different influences from 

your father and mother? 
 
 MC: I really do, yes, because in my mother’s eyes white people could not 

do wrong and, you know – well, she was reared on a mission, my 
father wasn’t. 

  
 MB: Yes.  So, he was reared amongst his own people? 
  
 MC: He was reared by his white father and his black mother in Redfern.  I 

mean, when I say “reared in Redfern”, from the age of six, seven, he 
was, when they went there. 

  
 MB: Right.  So, that’s when you said he was in the Hunter Valley till 

he was about six or seven. 
  
 MC: Yes. 
 
 MB: But he grew up, obviously, I think what you're saying is a lot of 

self respect? 
  
 MC: Well, yes, and he grew up under the wing of a white man. 
 
 MB: A good white man? 
  
41.59 MC: He had to be to have raised my father.  And, I mean, you know, if you 

look at my father’s family all the boys in their family knew who they 
were.  My dad played football as an Aboriginal person, the other boys 
played cricket, football or whatever.  You go out to La Perouse and all 
them people out – all the old people out at La Perouse - can connect 
you with those boys.  And they call them boys, you know.  But the 
women in my dad’s family were a different kettle of fish altogether - 
half the people in La Perouse didn’t know my father had sisters.  So, 
there’s a mixture there as well. 

  
 MB: So, you think the women were less outgoing and -? 
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 MC: One of – and I loved her dearly, mind, you, my aunt, I really did love 
her, and I understand why she did it but she used to say – she wasn’t 
as dark as me – but anybody ask her what nationality which she was, 
she was Asian, you know.  And when I think about stuff like that and 
not saying who you are and where you belong, lots would have had 
to have happened for a person to deny their heritage, so, you sort of 
excuse it.  I don’t excuse it these days, I won’t excuse it these days, 
but when you have, like, if an eighty year old person was to say to me, 
“I’m not Aboriginal” I would understand why. 

  
 MB: An eighty year old? 
  
 MC: Yes.  And we still have a few of them, you know, but the fact is – and 

this something that’s really, really – they get older and they get that 
dementia stuff or, you know, that ……… then they start speaking their 
lingo, the language comes back.  

 
44.21  And I don't know whether it’s that they’ve embedded it so far in that it 

doesn’t come out until something happens or they still have that fear 
of speaking it. 

 
 MB: Yes, they're on their guard. 
  
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: But then if they lose their marbles a little bit then it goes away. 
  
 MC: Then it comes out, yes, comes out. 
  
 MB: I was going to ask you too - you said your mother had 

photographs of men from her family who were in the army or in 
the forces – did she ever talk about any of them or do you know 
anything about them? 

 
 MC: Well, no, not really but, you know, sometimes I go through her 

pictures and she’ll know who they are; she’ll say, “That’s Uncle 
Tommy” - and one of them was Tommy, her uncle Tommy - “and 
that’s so and so and that’s so and so” but that’s all she will say.  One 
of them was in the Light – 

 
 MB: Light Horse? 
  
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: Very famous. 
  
 MC: So, yes.  And she’d say that but, you know, how much she knew 

exactly about them, I’m - - -  
  
 MB: She might not have known very much about them, I suppose. 
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 MC: No. 
  
 MB: And we’d be talking about WWI then, if your mother’s about 

eighty now? 
 
 MC: Yep, yep, that’s the era. 
  
 MB: So, have you got any thoughts about what you'd like to see 

come of this project, the one that I’m doing now? 
  
 MC: Well, you know, Sydney’s a big place and when you say City of 

Sydney that’s the Sydney Council, eh? 
  
 MB: Yes. 
  
45.54 MC: So, you know, regardless of what they say not a lot of Aboriginal 

people live in there, they all live out this way, but, you know, it’s like 
NAIDOC week and I did a talk for my own department at Parramatta 
– they had a morning tea and asked me if I could come down and just 
share some of the NAIDOC stuff and what it’s all about and all that 
sort of stuff and I said, “Yes, I can do that”.  So, I goes down there 
and, of course, I explained to them what NAIDOC’s about; it’s sharing 
our culture and giving other people – I said, “But it’s a shame, you 
know, because departments don’t recognise that side of it”.  And I 
said, “Me being an Aboriginal person, one day during this week I can 
have off paid leave as long as I attend something that’s happening in 
the community”. 

  
 MB: Something for NAIDOC? 
  
 MC: Mm, the NAIDOC week, you know.  I said, but, you know, “I’m not 

going to give that up for anybody” I said to her.  I said, “But really, if 
you think about it, who should be getting the day off?”  I said, “It’s you 
whitefellas because then that gives you a chance to get to know 
what’s going on out there in that Aboriginal community, gives you a 
chance to learn a bit about what’s happened in that community”.  I 
said, “And, you know, I’m saying that you guys should be having the 
day off.  I know about my culture, I know what people are doing out 
there and I know where I come from but you guys don’t and you need 
to know it”.  I said, “But I’m not giving the day up anyway”.  

 
 MB: Well, I’d be nice if everybody could have it, perhaps. 
 
 MC: Well, that’s what I reckon. 
  
 MB: But I hope what you're saying from that that you hope that this 

project will result in more education for non indigenous people? 
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 MC: It’s got to.  And I think, you know, even today I’m meeting people that 
haven’t had anything to do with Aboriginal people and, you know, of 
course, when you meet these people for the first time they're 
astonished that you're actually working or they're astonished that you 
actually sit in the position you're sitting in. 

  
48.14 MB: So, your position now is – we’re in your office - - -  
 
 MC: I’m the branch manager and this is my office, yes. 
  
 MB: You're the branch manager for DADHC. 
  
 MC: No, not for DADHC, for Homecare, which is a part of DADHC.  We 

are a part of DADHC but we deliver the services for Aboriginal elders 
and disabled, you know.  And that’s domestic assistance, personal 
care, respite, shopping, you know, and we deliver it – that helps them 
stay in their own home. 

 
 MB: DADHC; we’re talking about the Department of Aged – sorry. 
 
 MC: Aged, disability and home care. 
  
 MB: So, you’ve got a big office here and I think what you're saying is 

people are surprised that you actually have a normal life; that is, 
a life like anybody else’s. 

  
 MC: Basically, yes. 
  
 MB: With a job and a house and kids and whatever else. 
 
 MC: And the mortgage and, you know, all the other junk that comes with it.  
  
 MB: Yes. 
  
 MC: But having said that, yes, I've got the mortgage, I've got the kids, I've 

got the grandkids and I've got the job, you know, but I also still have 
the connection with my community; I have an understanding what my 
community needs.  I do a lot of work in my community outside of my 
work, you know, and I love it.  And I think, you know, God forbid if 
anything should happen but I’m getting on in years as well. 

  
 MB: You don’t look very old. 
  
 MC: How old do you think I am? 
  
 MB: I don't know – I wouldn’t like to guess. 
  
 MC: Well, I turned sixty this year, you know, and I’m planning on retiring 

when I might be about sixty six or something like that.  Mind you, I 
have this thing in the back of my head, saying, you know, “Will you 
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retire then or are you just saying that?” because I've worked all my 
life - - - . 

  
50.09 MB: And wonder what to do with yourself. 
  
 MC: - - - and how do you stop working when you’ve worked and I was 

fourteen and ten months when I first got my job, you know.  And my 
first job was minding kids on a station out in the remote area of 
Australia - didn’t like it, didn’t like being away from the family.  When I 
got married, I made my husband bring me home every day to my 
mum, my mum and dad, you know. 

  
 MB: When you say you connect with your community, what do you 

mean by that?  That could be a really large community that 
you're connecting with of Aboriginal people. 

 
 MC: And we need to understand that my community – like, I've been 

home to Wonnarua, been an elder on their group up there, I've been 
home to Coonabarabran – but when I say “my community” as in the 
Mount Druitt, as in Penrith, Blacktown, Windsor, all around, if there’s 
an Aboriginal person there that needs my assistance with anything - 
Centrelink, housing - I will give that assistance, and I've been doing 
that now for thirty-odd years and, you know, anybody new that comes 
into town the community says, “See Maxine.  She won’t bullshit to 
you, she’ll tell you straight whether she can help or not and if she 
can’t help you she’ll get somebody that will”. 

  
 MB: I think you're saying there that your job is not just your job; like, 

it spills over, it’s your life, your job is your life? 
  
 MC: Yes, yes. 
  
 MB: And you live in Mount Druitt, do you? 
  
 MC: I do. 
  
 MB: So, that’s why you said Mount Druitt first and then it spreads out 

from there? 
 
 MC: Yes, spreads out, yes. 
   
 MB: So, you have multiple communities? 
    
51.56 MC: Yes.  And, you know, you look at the Blacktown, Penrith, Hawkesbury, 

Parramatta local government areas and I think in the Blacktown local 
government areas there’s about seventy eight, seventy six different 
Aboriginal communities, you know. 

   
 MB: Is that defined geographically or where they're from? 
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 MC: Where they're from, you know. 
 
 MB: Like where their connections are? 
  
 MC: Like, Adelia there, she’s a Kempsey girl, I’m a Hunter Valley, 

Coonabarabran girl, you know, Dubbo, Waradjeri - you know, you can 
go all over the place and you’ve got all those.  And not only do we 
have them from all over New South Wales living in these areas, we 
have them from other states living in these areas.  Newcastle, 
Melbourne, South Australia, Western Australia and Northern Territory, 
we have them all here. 

 
  … 
 
 
53.17 MB: Now, there was just one other question about the army thing 

that I wanted to ask you.  When you said that you wanted to go 
into the army when you were seventeen and you got the papers 
and your father said, “No, you're never going into the armed 
forces” and all of that - - - 

 
 MC: Yes. 
  
 MB: - - - where did the idea come from for you to go into it - why did 

you think you might like to? 
 
 MC: Well, you know, I’d been working since I was fourteen and the work 

I’d been doing was in factory work; you know, I was a machinist, I 
was a packer – you name it and I was it, you know, and I hated it.  I 
would work for six months and give up the job, chuck it in and my 
mum would have a fit because Aboriginal people – “You're not going 
to get anything better, so you might as well get used to what” – and 
that wasn’t me and my dad would say, “No, she doesn’t have to work 
there if she doesn’t feel that’s what she’s meant to do”.  Then I did a 
twelve month – you know, in those days all Aboriginal girls did a 
secretarial course where we did the typing and the shorthand and 
bookkeeping. 

 
 MB: Well, I could say also that’s what most white girls did too. 
  
 MC: Yes, yes. 
    
 MB: It wasn’t just – that was it.  
 
54.29 MC: Yes, yes. 
  

MB: You leave school and you become a secretary. 
 
 MC: I know because I went to the school with a lot of them.  I got 

Distinction for bookkeeping.  I loved it, I loved the figures, you know -  
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I loved bookkeeping and I got Passes and Credit.  I got Credit for 
shorthand and Pass for typing and even today, but I’m still not the 
best at typing.  But I can’t do shorthand any more because I didn’t 
keep it – the teacher used to say to me, you know, “If you're sitting 
down, watching TV, write what they're saying in shorthand” – that 
was to keep you in practice, you know.  But when I finished the 
course and I had these you beaut certificates with – I’ve still got them, 
you know – you know, Credit and a Distinction and a Credit and a 
Pass Plus, I thought I was going to do wonders, I was going to get 
you beaut jobs and me and this white girl who we were best friends in 
the whole time we did the stuff, we both went for the same jobs and 
she had Passes for everything she’d done, shorthand, typing and 
bookkeeping she had Passes and we’d go to do – a plot, we planned 
on that we were going to work together.  We liked the fact that learnt 
together and we were going to work together, you know, and every 
time there was a job advertised for two we would apply and every 
time she got the job and eventually she took one of them and I didn’t 
get any, you know.  So, I went back to the factory work, doing the 
factory stuff and lost the shorthand.  And then it was a community 
organisation wanted a bookkeeper and I applied for it and I got it and 
it was exciting, that was exciting because, even community 
organisations have their racism and whatnot, you know. 

    
56.33  And I worked for this organisation and the boss would – her office 

was also where I sat because I was responsible for the budget and it 
was really – I mean, I loved figures and my first year there I got all the 
paperwork and everything ready for the auditors were coming and do 
it and it took him half a day to do the audit where it used to take him 
three days to do it previously and - - -  

 
 MB: In response to your good bookkeeping was it? 
  
 MC: Yes, and he was so amazed and he told the manager, he said, “Don’t 

you ever get rid of her” and you know, to hear somebody saying that 
about you makes your head just …...  But you'd have the manager 
meeting with other people in the room - and, of course, I’m the type of 
person I could lock myself off, get into your work and you don’t even 
know what’s going on around you – but there was this woman with 
this manager one day and one of the girls come in and wanted me to 
reimburse them something like sixty eight dollars for a pen and 
because it was an arts organisation I understood that a pen could 
cost them sixty eight dollars - and in actual fact it was a bit cheap - 
and I said to the girl, “Well, I can give you that back but you need to 
give me the receipt” and she said, “But I haven’t got the receipt, I lost 
it”.  I said, “Well, you’ve lost your sixty eight dollars, haven’t you, 
because I ain’t giving it to you”.  And because I said that, not thinking 
about who was in the room, this woman said to the manager, “How 
can you let her talk to your staff like that?  How dare she talk to your 
staff like that?”, and my manager said to her, “She’s responsible for 
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the money and they know that she’s not going to give them money if 
they haven’t got a receipt”.  

  
58.36 MB: That’s good, vote of confidence. 
  
 MC: You know, so it did.  That was also built – that was the beginning of 

my – working in that organisation I always had the strength and 
recognised who I was and where I belonged and my part in society, 
even though other people didn’t, I always had that.  But working in 
that organisation under that woman was the beginning of me being 
able to stand up and say – and it was actually while I was working 
there that this guy called me a black bitch – I was able to stand up 
and say to him what I said.  You know, it was that confidence of that 
woman in my abilities, I think, that really opened the gates wider for 
me. 

    
 MB: But you thought you'd like to go into the army or the armed 

services – what happened? 
  
 MC: Well, I wanted to go into the armed services because I wanted to see 

how I would be with a bit of structure and discipline because, I mean, 
I wasn’t a wild girl but I wanted freedom, I think, at the time and I 
wanted to spread my wings but my dad clipped them real quick.  

  
MB: That was the end of that. 

 
 MC: So, it was never raised again and I never, never thought about it 

again. 
    
 MB: Well, that’s a good place to end.  Thank you very much for that. 
  
Interview ends 


